
 

 

The Action Plan 

Ref Objective/Action Priority 
Target 
Date 

Partners 

1 ENVIRONMENT –POLLUTION & SUSTAINABILITY 

1.1 Reduce the disturbance from aircraft noise 

1.1.1 
Encourage WBC to use aircraft noise-monitoring devices in 
Twyford 

High 
March 
2011 

TVP, WBC 

1.1.2 
Revise WBC & TVP websites to include a page on aircraft 
noise and publicise Heathrow Airport’s own Noise-line  
0800 344 844 (free of charge) 

High Dec 2010 WBC, TVP 

1.1.3 
Encourage WBC to join neighbouring LA’s in campaign 
against Heathrow expansion 

High 
March 
2011 

TVP, TPC, 
WBC 

1.1.4 
Appraise MP and Borough Councillors of extent of aircraft 
noise problem in Twyford 

High 
June 
2010 

TVP 

1.2 Promote and encourage recycling in Twyford 

1.2.1 

Investigate the possibility of providing new static recycling 
facilities at: 

 Broad Hinton 

 Stanlake Meadow 

 Loddon Hall Car Park 

Medium 
March 
2011 

WBC, TPC, 
TRCA 

1.2.2 

Provide information (via TVP website and library poster) on 
recycling opportunities for items not covered by kerbside 
recycling or static recycling points e.g. batteries, long-life 
light bulbs. 

Complete 
Sept 
2009 

TVP 

1.3 Reduce the local impact of litter 

1.3.1 Arrange for Twyford to participate in Litter Picking Days High 
March 
2010 

TPC, TVP 

1.4 Promote practices that improve sustainability 

1.4.1 
Investigate feasibility of hydro-electric-power  generation at 
Mill Race on the River Loddon 

Medium 
March 
2012 

TVP 

1.4.2 
Promote range of domestic renewable energy sources, 
water-saving devices etc available via register of local 
residents willing to pass on experiences 

Complete Nov 2009 TVP 

2 HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

2.1 Maintain special character of the village 

2.1.1 Undertake a Village Design Statement High 
March 
2012 

TPC 

2.2 Protect non-listed buildings in Twyford that have important local historic interest 

2.2.1 
Draw up complete list of candidates for “Buildings of 
Traditional Local Character” (BTLC) 

High 
March 
2010 

TRLHS 

2.2.2 
Investigate, with owner’s permission, whether any are now 
worthy of listing 

Medium 
March 
2011 

EH, WBC 

2.2.3 
Liaise with WBC to get the BTLC’s recognised under WBC 
Saved Policy WHE9 

High Dec 2010 
WBC, TVP, 

TRLHS 

2.2.4 
Liaise with WBC to ensure that similar policy included in 
replacement DPD of Local Development Framework 

High Dec 2010 
WBC, TVP, 

TRLHS 
 



 

 

2.3 Promote Twyford’s history 

2.3.1 Complete a comprehensive history of the Twyford area High Dec 2011 TRLHS 

2.3.2 
Campaign for small museum/exhibition area for display of 
TRLHS’s archives to be included in a permanent library 
complex (see 4.1) 

High Dec 2011 
WBC, TVP, 
TPC, TRLHS 

2.3.3 
Provide additional historical notice-boards in village centre 
(e.g. Bell Corner, Twyford Mill and Station).  

High 
March 
2011 

WBC, TVP, 
TPC, TRLHS 

2.3.4 
Investigate feasibility of installing a sign at gateway to 
Twyford on Old Bath Road from Charvil over the river 
Loddon explaining derivation of name 

Medium 
March 
2012 

WBC, TPC, 
TRLHS 

2.3.5 
Produce plates, mugs, tea-towels, table-mats, coasters, for 
sale showing historical buildings 

High Dec 2010 TRLHS 

2.3.6 Produce an audio-visual version of “Village Walks” Low 
March 
2012 

TRLHS 

2.3.7 
Produce a map to accompany “Village Walks” enabling 
circular walks, extending into the surrounding countryside 

High 
June 
2010 

LVR, TVP, 
WBC 

2.3.8 Provide historical information and photos on a website  High 
March 
2011 

TRLHS, TVP, 
TPC 

2.4 Visually enhance Twyford village centre 

2.4.1 
Enhance Bell Corner with planting, more seats, bins and 
cycle racks, historical notice-board, village map, 
replacement paving 

High 
Sept 
2011 

WBC, TPC, 
businesses, 

land-owners 

2.4.2 
Realise full potential of Wellington Square with more 
seating, bins, cycle racks, planting etc 

High Dec 2010 
Businesses, 
WBC, TPC 

2.4.3 
Investigate potential of seating etc in area adjacent to 
Brackenwood Windows 

Medium 
March 
2011 

WBC, TPC 

2.4.4 
Enhance village centre with more floral displays, tree 
planting and Christmas lights/decorations 

High 
March 
2011 

Businesses, 
TVP, WBC, 

TPC, RT 

2.4.5 
Enhance alleyways alongside Amin’s and Gaylord 
restaurants  

High 
March 
2011 

WBC, NAG, 
TPC 

2.4.6 Enhance forecourt of Twyford Railway Station High Dec 2015 
WBC, TPC, 

FGW 

2.5 Increase awareness of Twyford’s two Conservation Areas 

2.5.1 

Inform residents in Conservation Areas of EH’s “Looking 
after your house” and have a welcome pack available for 
new residents explaining the history of the area and good 
practice when planning alterations to their homes  

High 
April 
2011 

TVP, TPC, 
Estate 
Agents 

3 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

3.1 Manage Parish-owned Open Spaces in the most effective manner 

3.1.1 

Prepare 10-year management strategies for Parish-owned 
Open Spaces and implement conclusions.   
Suggestions for King George’s Field include 

 retain space for Firework Display 

 more tree planting, wildlife areas, floral displays 

 more seating 

 easier access for cyclists 

 more tennis courts and more skate ramps 

 football nets/posts 

High Dec 2010 TPC 



 

 

 investigate options for public toilet provision 

 access to refreshments during school holidays e.g. 
ice cream van or community cafe 

Suggestions for Stanlake Meadow include 

 adventure playground for older children 

 picnic benches 

 adult outdoor gym 

 replacement native trees along Waltham Rd 

3.1.2 
Establish a scheme to enable trees and seating in open 
spaces to be provided by public donation 

High 
March 
2011 

TPC 

3.2 Provide outdoor adult exercise facilities 

3.2.1 
Explore possibility of an exercise circuit and adult outdoor 
gym in Waltham Chase/Hurst Park open space network 

High Dec 2011 
WBC, TPC, 

TVP 

3.3 Help the community to protect local natural habitats 

3.3.1 
Encourage local community involvement to assist BBOWT 
to manage local nature reserves 

High Ongoing BBOWT, TVP 

3.4 Improve local footpath network 

3.4.1 

Explore the possibility of a circular walk around Twyford 

 FP from New Rd Twyford to London Rd (in Ruscombe 
Parish) 

 New riverside walk along Loddon, W of Bridge House 

 Footpaths required along Broadwater, W of Hurst Rd 

High Dec 2011 
LVR, TPC, 

WBC 

3.4.2 
Improve links between footpath networks in Twyford and 
Charvil, by re-instating Bailey Bridge and old gravel works 
path at White Bridge 

High Dec 2011 
LVR, TPC, 
CPC, WBC 

3.4.3 
Produce map of all local footpaths, both within the village 
and in surrounding countryside 

High 
June 
2010 

LVR, TVP, 
WBC 

3.5 Protect valuable trees 

3.5.1 
Undertake a survey of additional trees in parish worthy of 
TPO status 

Medium 
March 
2012 

TVP, WBC 

3.6 Protect veteran trees 

3.6.1 Complete a survey of Veteran trees in Twyford parish High 
March 
2010 

WDVTA 

3.7 Encourage more tree planting 

3.7.1 Investigate potential for more street and verge trees Medium 
March 
2012 

WBC, TPC 

3.8 Raise awareness of Biodiversity issues locally 

3.8.1 
Encourage Parish Council to nominate a Biodiversity 
Champion to attend Biodiversity meetings at Dinton 
Pastures 

Complete 
Sept 
2009 

TPC 

4 LEISURE, SPORT, CULTURAL & COMMUNITY FACILITES 

4.1 
Provide a permanent library complex in village centre, comprising a library, parish office, 
IT suite, exhibition space, small museum, public facilities and WBC outreach services 

4.1.1 Ensure 4.1 is included within WBC Library Strategy High 
March 
2010 

WBC, TPC, 
TVP 

4.1.2 Find a suitable site in village centre High Dec 2011 
WBC, TPC, 

TVP 



 

 

4.1.3 Explore funding from WBC and other sources High Dec 2011 
WBC, TPC, 

TVP 

4.2 Improve indoor sports facilities 

4.2.1 
Investigate sites and funding for a community gym/sports 
centre and indoor swimming pool 

Medium 
March 
2015 

TVP, WBC 

4.2.2 

Investigate potential for dual use (by pupils and public) of 
extended or new facilities at The Piggott; most urgent are 
an indoor gym and sports centre, indoor swimming pool, 
and an all-weather pitch. 

Medium 
March 
2015 

WBC, The 
Piggott 
School 

4.2.3 
Investigate feasibility of covering outdoor pools at 
Polehampton and Colleton schools 

Medium 
March 
2013 

Schools, 
WBC, TPC 

4.3 Provide a village arts centre 

4.3.1 
Investigate the feasibility of upgrading Loddon Hall, with 
input from both existing and potential users.  Could it 
become a suitable venue for films/live music/drama? 

Medium 
March 
2013 

TVP, TRCA 

4.3.2 Investigate any other sites within the village  Medium 
March 
2013 

TVP 

4.4 Provide residents with more information about facilities, organisations, events etc 

4.4.1 
Improve TVP website to include a list of local groups and 
organisations, details of forthcoming events, history of the 
village and links to other partners 

Partially 
complete 

March 
2010 

TVP 

4.4.2 
Encourage Mobile Information Unit to visit Twyford more 
regularly  

High 
Sept 
2010 

TVP, 
CResCent 

5 HOUSING 

5.1 Work to solve the particular housing needs of Twyford Parish 

5.1.1 

Inform WBC housing and planning departments that the 
main need in Twyford is for more affordable housing and 
properties suitable for first-time buyers including flats and 
small houses 

Medium 
June 
2010 

WBC, TVP, 
TPC 

5.1.2 

Inform WBC housing, planning and social services that 
senior citizens in Twyford would like more affordable care 
and nursing home options in the village itself, so that they 
can remain near family and friends 

Medium 
June 
2010 

WBC, TVP, 
TPC 

6 HEALTH 

6.1 Improve information available about Twyford Surgery 

6.1.1 
Encourage Twyford Surgery to produce their own website 
with more online services 

Complete Dec 2009 Surgery 

6.2 Enable less-mobile residents to travel to medical appointments 

6.2.1 
Assist the Twyford & Ruscombe Volunteer Car Service to 
enlist help of more volunteer drivers 

Medium Ongoing TVP 

7 AMBULANCE/FIRE/POLICE 

7.1 Reduce crime levels 

7.1.1 
Work with all partners to reduce anti-social behaviour in 
village ‘hot-spots’ 

High Ongoing 
Police, Youth 

Workers, 
TPC, NAG 



 

 

7.1.2 
Determine status of any existing Neighbourhood Watch 
schemes 

Medium 
June 
2010 

NAG 

7.1.3 Encourage more Neighbourhood Watch Schemes Medium Ongoing NAG 

7.1.4 
Investigate whether Twyford Police Station can extend its 
opening hours, working with police if necessary to publicise 
need for more volunteers to staff front desk 

High Dec 2010 NAG, Police 

7.1.5 
Examine possibility of direct line phone number for Twyford 
Police Station 

High 
March 
2011 

NAG, Police 

7.1.6 Investigate ways of improving police presence Medium Dec 2011 NAG, Police 

7.1.7 
Monitor trends in crime where street lights switched off 
after midnight 

Medium 
March 
2012 

TVP, Police, 
WBC, TPC, 

NAG 

8 SHOPPING 

8.1 Encourage a wider variety of shops, especially selling convenience goods 

8.1.1 
Investigate whether an ironmongers/DIY/hardware/ 
electrical shop could be attracted to Twyford to provide a 
wider retail offer 

High Dec 2011 
TVP, WBC, 

traders 

8.1.2 
Investigate whether independent food shops and/or a 
weekly or farmer’s market selling local or organic produce 
could be attracted to Twyford  

High Dec 2011 
TVP, WBC, 

traders 

8.1.3 

Investigate whether other shops such as those selling 
clothes and shoes, haberdashery/wool, charity goods, toys, 
plus a building society or non-Indian restaurant can be 
attracted to Twyford 

Medium Dec 2011 
TVP, WBC, 

traders 

8.2 Provide an improved environment for shoppers 

8.2.1 Encourage improvements to shop facades Medium 
March 
2012 

TVP, traders 

8.2.2 
Encourage networking of traders, thus enabling occasional 
special events, window competitions etc 

High 
March 
2011 

TVP, traders 

8.2.3 Investigate and construct wider pavements where possible High 
March 
2012 

 WBC  

8.3 Achieve a wider enhancement of shops and car park on N side of London Road 

8.3.1 
Investigate ideas for increasing shopper circulation by 
breaking up existing shopping parade with arcades and a 
piazza and enhancing alleyway alongside 25 London Rd 

Medium 
March 
2015 

TVP, TPC, 
WBC, 

traders 

8.3.2 
Investigate and implement enhancement of car park behind 
London Road shops, and provision of safe route for 
pedestrians from Wargrave Rd to Waitrose  

High 
March 
2012 

WBC 

9 BUSINESS ECONOMY 

9.1 Provide more employment opportunities locally for school leavers 

9.1.1 Encourage local employers to recruit school leavers Medium Ongoing 
TVP, TPC, 

WBC,  

9.2 Encourage small scale tourism in Twyford 

9.2.1 Expand on 2.3 and 3.4 to attract visitors to Twyford High Dec 2012 
TVP, TRLHS, 

LVR, TPC 

9.2.2 
Explore public convenience provision so that there are 
facilities available for visitors every day, all day 

High Dec 2012 
TVP, TPC, 

WBC 



 

 

10 EDUCATION 

10.1 Assist local schools with their community involvement 

10.1.1 
Ensure existing dual-use of the 3 primary schools and 
Wargrave Piggott for evening classes, clubs and meetings 
continues 

High Ongoing 
WBC, local 

schools 

10.2 Resolve problems of over-subscribed primary schools 

10.2.1 Investigate whether catchment areas need to be revised High 
March 
2011 

Primary 
schools, 

WBC 

10.2.2 Explore possibility of enlarging existing schools High 
March 
2013 

Schools, 
WBC 

10.3 Encourage local schools to be more ‘green’ 

10.3.1 
Ensure that the ‘green’ travel plans of the 3 primary schools 
and Wargrave Piggott are regularly updated 

Medium Ongoing 
Schools, 

WBC 

10.3.2 Explore ‘walking buses’ for the primary schools High 
March 
2011 

Primary 
schools, 

WBC 

10.3.3 
Investigate whether parking problems for the primary 
schools can be reduced 

High 
Sept 
2010 

Thames 
Valley 

Police, WBC, 
schools 

11 ROADS & TRAFFIC 

11.1 Reduce peak-time congestion at Twyford cross-roads 

11.1.1 
Improve the traffic light sequencing to give most priority in 
morning rush-hour to traffic from the S along Waltham Rd 
and from the W along the Old Bath Rd 

High 
June 
2011 

WBC 

11.1.2 Construct a north-south Twyford bypass Medium 
March 
2020 

WBC, TPC 

11.2 Reduce traffic speeding on all road in the Parish 

11.2.1 

Provide gateway features at 5 entries to village on Hurst Rd, 
Waltham Rd, London Rd, Wargrave Rd and Old Bath Rd.  
Rationalise signs where possible so that gateways coincide 
with parish or settlement boundary and 30 mph signs 

High 
Sept 
2011 

WBC, TPC, 
NAG 

11.2.2 Investigate 20mph limit in village centre Medium 
Sept 
2011 

WBC, TPC, 
NAG 

11.2.3 
Introduce other speed reduction measures e.g. 30 mph 
signs painted on roads, electronic speed warning signs 

High 
Sept 
2011 

WBC, TPC, 
NAG 

11.3 Reduce number of traffic accidents at known black spots in Twyford Parish 

11.3.1 
Implement improvements at Hurst Rd/Waltham Rd junction 
e.g. roundabout, change priority, improve sight-lines 

High 
March 
2011 

WBC, TPC 

11.3.2 
Implement improvements at London Rd/Springfield 
Park/Ruscombe Rd junction 

High 
March 
2012 

WBC, TPC 

11.3.3 
Investigate feasibility of Pelican crossing on A4 by BP 
Garage  

High 
March 
2012 

WBC, The 
Piggott  

11.3.4 
Implement improvements at road junction by Longfield Rd 
shops 

High 
March 
2012 

WBC, TPC 

11.3.5 
Investigate feasibility of yellow lines on East side of 
Waltham Road alongside Stanlake Meadow 

High 
March 
2012 

WBC, TPC 



 

 

11.4 Investigate other road matters 

11.4.1 

Investigate feasibility of removing speed bumps and tables 
from Wessex Gardens and Colleton Drive and possibly 
Winchcombe Rd as they cause problems for residents and 
20 mph speed limit is probably sufficient 

Medium 
March 
2013 

WBC, TPC 

11.4.2 
Investigate methods of discouraging use of Amberley Drive 
as a ‘rat-run’ 

Low 
March 
2015 

WBC, TPC 

11.4.3 
Provide new sign from village centre for Loddon Hall and 
Twyford Surgery 

Low 
March 
2012 

WBC, TPC 

12 FOOTPATHS & PEDESTRIANS 

12.1 Make the village more pedestrian and cyclist friendly 

12.1.1 Widen pavements, where possible, in Church St and High St High 
March 
2012 

WBC, TPC 

12.1.2 
Investigate widening of pavement on East side of Waltham 
Rd by Stanlake Meadow; not wide enough for pedestrians 
to pass or for double buggies and deep ditch alongside.  

Low 
March 
2016 

WBC, TPC 

12.1.3 
Install dropped kerbs in Loddon Hall Rd opposite Twyford 
Surgery 

High 
March 
2011 

WBC, TPC 

12.1.4 
Investigate safe crossing for Polehampton pupils across 
Loddon Hall car park, together with layout changes to 
improve traffic flow 

High 
March 
2011 

WBC, TPC, 
TRCA, PJS 

12.1.5 
Investigate possibility of improved pedestrian crossings (i) 
by railway station on Hurst Rd (ii) at Hurst Rd/Waltham Rd 
junction (iii) on Waltham Rd opposite FP to Springfield Park 

High 
March 
2013 

WBC, TPC 

12.1.6 
Investigate whether more bollards on village centre 
pavements would stop pavement parking without causing 
hindrance to pedestrians 

Medium 
March 
2013 

WBC, TPC 

12.1.7 
Encourage police to take enforcement action against 
pavement parking especially in London Road, Brook Street 
and outside photographers in Waltham Road 

High 
March 
2011 

Police 

12.1.8 Investigate making Station Road one-way Medium 
March 
2011 

WBC, TPC 

12.1.9 
Provide a proper pavement along Stanlake Lane to connect 
with pavement over Ruscombe Bridge 

High 
March 
2013 

WBC, TPC, 
RPC 

12.1.10 

Investigate a footpath link between Hurst Park and 
Waltham Chase (e.g. from Mallard Close to Gooch Close) to 
enable more all-weather health walks, foster community 
spirit and provide safe cycle routes for school children 

Medium 
March 
2015 

WBC, TPC 

13 CYCLEWAYS 

13.1 Develop a network of cycleways throughout Twyford Parish 

13.1.1 
Explore possibility of creating a safe cycle route for school 
children cycling from estates in South of village to The 
Piggott School. 

High 
March 
2013 

WBC, TPC, 
SUSTRANS, 
The Piggott  

13.1.2 Explore possible cycleway from Hurst into village centre  High 
March 
2013 

WBC, TPC, 
SNHPC, 

SUSTRANS,  
 

13.1.3 Explore possible cycleway from Charvil into village centre High 
March 
2014 

WBC, CPC, 
TPC, 

SUSTRANS, 
Schools 



 

 

13.1.4 
Explore possible cycleway from Hare Hatch into village 
centre along London Road 

High 
March 
2013 

WBC, RPC, 
TPC, 

SUSTRANS, 
Schools 

14 PARKING 

14.1 Reduce problems caused by rail commuters parking in residential roads 

14.1.1 
Investigate whether increased parking capacity at Twyford 
railway station or reduced parking charges would resolve 
the current problems and implement changes accordingly 

High 
March 
2015 

WBC, Police, 
TPC, parking 

operator  

14.1.2 Provide more cycle-racks at Twyford railway station High 
March 
2011 

FGW 

15 PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

15.1 Improve off-peak rail services London bound 

15.1.1 
Investigate whether 2 of the 4 trains per hour off-peak and 
weekends could be semi-fast 

Medium 
March 
2012 

FGW 

15.1.2 
Investigate whether fast trains from London could continue 
later after the evening peak 

Medium 
March 
2012 

FGW 

15.2 Reduce over-crowding on trains at peak times 

15.2.1 
Encourage trains to be longer and more frequent at peak 
times 

High 
March 
2011 

FGW 

15.3 Ensure that Crossrail does not reduce Twyford’s rail services 

15.3.1 
Investigate likely implications of Crossrail for Twyford rail 
services  

High 
March 
2011 

FGW 

15.4 Increase bus usage to reduce car usage 

15.4.1 
Encourage bus services on more popular routes (e.g. to 
Woodley) to be more than hourly 

Medium 
March 
2011 

Arriva, 
Thames 
Travel 

15.4.2 
Encourage bus services to be provided in off-peak times, 
such as Sundays, Bank Holidays and later than 8pm from 
Reading  

Medium 
March 
2011 

Arriva, 
Thames 
Travel 

15.4.3 
Investigate if Rural Bus Grant for Reading to Wokingham 
service in Twyford is likely to continue 

High 
March 
2011 

WBC 

15.4.4 

Encourage increased usage by: 

 Ensuring bus timetable information widely available, 
on bus-stops, on TVP/TPC websites, in library and 
mobile information unit and station 

 Providing more bus shelters especially in exposed 
spots 

High 
March 
2011 

TVP, TPC, 
WBC, Arriva, 

Thames 
Travel 

15.4.5 
Investigate whether a bus service from Twyford to 
Bracknell is viable, for use by students at Bracknell & 
Wokingham College 

Low 
March 
2012 

Arriva, 
Thames 
Travel 

 



 

 

 

 

Abbreviations 

 

BBOWT Berks, Bucks and Oxons Wildlife Trust 

CCB Community Council for Berkshire 

CPC Charvil Parish Council 

CResCent 
Earley CResCent Community Resource 
Centre 

EH English Heritage 

FGW First Great Western 

FORWOOD Friends of Ruscombe Wood 

LVR Loddon Valley Ramblers 

NAG 
Twyford & Ruscombe Neighbourhood 
Action Group 

PJS Polehampton Junior School 

RPC Ruscombe Parish Council 

RT Twyford Round Table 

SNHPC St Nicholas Hurst Parish Council 

TPC Twyford Parish Council 

TRCA 
Twyford & Ruscombe Community 
Association 

T&RHA 
Twyford & Ruscombe Horticultural 
Association 

TRLHS Twyford & Ruscombe Local History Society 

TVP Twyford Village Partnership 

WBC Wokingham Borough Council 

WDVTA 
Wokingham District Veteran Tree 
Association 

 

 

 

 


