
Minutes from the Environmental Action Group Meeting 
15th October 2009, Old School Room, United Reform Church, Church Street, Twyford 

 
Present:     Denise Wilkins (Local History Society), Diane Whelan, Maggie Costin, Ann Oldfield, Claire 
Heather (Piggott Environmental Group), Gavin Robinson (FORWOOD), Stephen Loyd (FORWOOD), 
Gerry Wise (Loddon Valley Ramblers, Local History Society, Local Horticultural Society),  Sue Goddard 
(TVP), Patrick Heather (Chairman TVP), Kathy Peck (secretary TVP).  
 
ENVIRONMENT – POLLUTION & SUSTAINABILITY 

1. Reduce the disturbance from aircraft noise  

 Encourage WBC to have aircraft noise monitoring devices; 

 Encourage WBC to have a 24hr noise-line (like RBWM); 

 Publicise Heathrow Airport’s own Noiseline – 0800 344 844 (free of charge); 

 Encourage WBC to join neighbouring LAs in campaign against Heathrow expansion; 

 Appraise Teresa May of extent of problem in Twyford. 
Additional action of installing monitoring devices has been inserted as without this, there is no 

evidence back-up to complaints.  Twyford is the most affected part of the Borough as when planes 

for Heathrow are landing from the west, this is where they turn from the North and South to get in 

line with the runway.  

Action:  Sue to raise with WBC; Heathrow’s own Noiseline details can go on TVP website.                             SG 

2. Promote and encourage recycling in Twyford 

  Provide more recycling points eg. at Longfield Rd, Broad Hinton, Stanlake Meadow, Loddon 
Hall CP and Springfield Park; 

 Provide static recycling for plastics especially those not currently recycled by WB;C 

 Provide local recycling facilities for large amounts of cardboard and paper; 

 Provide local recycling facilities for batteries (shops will have to do this from Feb.2010); 

 Provide local recycling facilities for long-life light bulbs inc. fluorescent tubes; 

 Publicise current local recycling provision (WBC and other recycling opportunities) via TVP 
website and in poster for library (Autumn edition of Twyford News provides links). 

The last action has already been completed.  Also need to emphasise on the TVP website that long-

life and fluorescent light bulbs cannot be disposed of in normal household rubbish.                                                

Action: Sue to ask Emma to update TVP website.  Kathy to contact Pete Bavystock, who is in charge of 

Recycling at WBC.                                                                                                                                                       SG,KP 

3. Reduce the local impact of litter  

 Arrange for Twyford to participate in Borough Litter Picking days eg. 26 April 2009. 
TVP to co-operate with the Parish Council to make the litter picking session into a real community 

event.   If successful, there could be 2 such events annually. 

Action:  Twyford Parish Council to be advised.                                                                                                     SG,KP 

4. Promote Practices that improve Sustainability  

 Investigate whether HEP could be generated at Mill Race on Loddon ; 

 Promote various types of domestic renewable energy, water-saving devices etc available by 
compiling a register of local residents willing to pass on their experiences; 

 Investigate biomass potential of local woodlands. 
Cedric Gilson might be able to advise on the Mill project.  The Bridge House development on the 

opposite side of the High Street is also looking to become involved in some village initiatives so they 



may be able to offer help.  The “Mill at Sonning” has been running a similar scheme for several years.  

PH to contact Stephen Milward at Scottish & Southern.  GR also suggested (after the meeting) that in 

the short-term, rather than arrange for proto-types of various energy schemes to be installed locally, 

which could prove costly, it was easier to compile a register (online and hard copy) of any residents 

already possessing and using new renewable energy or energy/water saving devices. 

Action: Compile Register of Local Sustainability Initiatives                                                                                GR     

Contact Cedric Gilson and Bridge House developers                                                                                           SG,KP  

Investigate biomass potential                                                           SL     

Contact Stephen Milward                                                                                                                                          PH 

6. Reduce impact of advertisements in the Green Belt -  

 Continue to ensure WBC Enforcement take action where necessary against unpermitted 
signage and other development in garden centres and nurseries alongside A4 and London Rd 
(Ruscombe RC, so beyond our remit, but can advise Ruscombe of the concern). 

EXCLUDE FROM ACTION POINT LIST.                                                                                                                       

Action: Advise Jeremy Hardman of concerns of Twyford residents.                                                                SG,KP 

 

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

1. Maintain special character of the village 

 Undertake a Village Design Statement. 
Medium term joint initiative for the Parish Council and TVP.  WBC are about to publish a Design 

Statement SPD which will be the over-arching document for the Borough-wide and Town/village 

Design Statements.                                                                                                                                            

Action:  SG to comment on WBC’s SPD if required.                                                                                              SG 

2. Protect buildings in the village that do not currently have Listed Building Status but that have 
important local historic interest. 

 Draw up complete list of candidates for “Buildings of Traditional Local Character” (use 
preliminary list in Environmental Health-check as a starting point);  

 Investigate, with owner’s permission, whether any are now worthy of listing (English 
Heritage); 

 Liaise with WBC to get the BTLC’s recognized under WBC Saved Policy WHE9;  

 Liaise with WBC to ensure that similar policy included in replacement DPD of LDF.   
Actions: Local History Society to comment on, delete, add to preliminary list of candidate buildings 

for BTLC status, provided by SG.                                                                                                                    DW 

Seek advice as to next steps from WBC Conservation Officer and Planning Policy section.                SG      

Comment on WBC consultation on replacement DPD (due November 2009) if required.                    SG 

3. Promote Twyford’s history 

 Complete a comprehensive history of Twyford & Ruscombe; 

 Campaign for small museum/exhibition area for display of LHS’s archives to be included in a 
permanent library complex; 

 Provide additional  historical notice-boards in village centre (eg. Bell’s Corner),  Twyford Mill 
and Twyford Station (showing important people associated with Twyford (eg. Brunel, Oscar 
Wilde, Llewellyn Treacher, Gordon Stables); 

 Investigate feasibility of installing a sign at 30mph sign on Old Bath Road from Charvil at 
bridge over Loddon to explain meaning of Twyford; 



 Produce plates, mugs, tea-towels, tablemats, coasters, for sale showing historical buildings;  

 Produce an audio version of “Village Walks”; 

 Produce a map to accompany “Village Walks” enabling circular walks also extending into the 
surrounding countryside; 

 Provide historical information and photos on a website (TPC, LHS, or TVP); 

 Run a history trail competition (as in Wokingham). 
The LHS have begun writing a complete history of the two villages, but this may take a year or 

two to complete.   Quite a few short-term ‘hits’ possible here eg. Map, website information, 

historical items for sale.  Need to link up with Transport Action Group on noticeboard at Station. 

Actions: LHS to investigate feasibility and timescale of achieving first 6 of above actions.                   LHS        

Map to accompany “Village Walks”                                                                                                               GW      

Web-based historical information and photos                                                                                      TVP, TPC,LHS 

4. Visual enhancement of village centre. 

 Enhance Bell Corner with planting, more seats, a tree, litter bins, historical notice-board, map 
and possibly replacement paving, cycle racks etc.  Who is responsible for day to day 
maintenance of this area? 

 Realise full potential of Wellington Square (owned by Waitrose)with more benches, litter 
bins, water feature, floral displays, cycle racks; 

 Investigate potential of seating etc in space adjacent Brackenwood Windows as waiting bus 
passengers would also benefit; 

 Enhance village centre generally with more floral displays, tree planting and tasteful 
Christmas lights and decorations; 

 Enhance alleyways alongside Amin’s and Gaylord restaurants  as they are dismal and 
unwelcoming (see also under Shopping). 

The landlord of Bell Corner is now known and in the first instance, the Parish Council are writing 

to them to see if it can be better maintained.  If the outcome is not satisfactory, then the Parish 

Council might consider taking responsibility.  Any tree planted in Bell Corner or elsewhere in the 

village centre needs to be grown in deep constraining container to prevent damage to paving.  It 

was decided that entering the “Britain in Bloom” competition was too ambitious for the time 

frame of this Plan.  Perhaps local nurseries could be encouraged to help sponsor some of these 

ideas.  Need to ensure that a useable space is retained in Wellington Square for use at the 

Christmas Fayre.  Alleyways are being dealt with by Economy and Shopping Action Group. 

Action: await results of Parish Council investigations for Bell Corner.  Diane Thirtle is meeting 

with Hare Hatch Nurseries on 19 Oct on behalf of the Horticultural Society but will also ask on 

behalf of TVP.  

 Approach WBC about street furniture and trees.                                                                                   SG,KP 

5. Increase awareness of Twyford’s two Conservation Areas. 

 Following the advice of English Heritage, inform all residents in Conservation Areas of 
“Looking after your house” and give new residents a welcome pack explaining the history of 
the area and good practice when planning alterations to their homes; 

 Ensure that the importance of Conservation Area status is considered in planning decisions. 
GR offered to investigate writing a series of articles for Twyford & Ruscombe News on the 

special needs of historic houses and the responsibilities of the owners.   

Actions: Remind Parish Councillors of the extent of the Conservation Areas in Twyford and the 

implications for planning applications.                                                                                                        SG,KP 



6. Old furniture showroom, Wargrave Road – eyesore 
7. Working Men’s Club, Wargrave Road – needs refurbishing and/or alternative use 
8. Old factory site, High Street (part of Bridge House expansion) 
9. All-Weld site, The Grove – derelict site. 

EXCLUDE these four sites from Action Point list, as their future depends on success of planning 

applications and the length of the economic recession.  The Working Men’s Club has also been 

discussed as a possible location for a permanent library.  

 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
1. Twyford Parish Council to prepare 10 year management strategies for Parish-owned Open Spaces 

to obtain maximum effectiveness, as wildlife areas and hedges need continual management. 
Suggestions for King George’s Field,  

 retain large open space for Firework Display; 

 more tree planting, wildlife areas and floral displays; 

 more seating; 

 easier access for cyclists at entrances, as this is good safe route; 

 more tennis courts; 

 rugby pitch? 

 skate park needs additional ramps. 
Suggestions for Stanlake Meadow: 

 adventure playground for older children; 

 picnic benches; 

 adult ‘gym’; 

 plant replacement native trees along Waltham Rd boundary; 

 stile onto Waltham Rd needs re-building to proper standard. 
KP has been asked by the Parish Council to commence work on these strategies, so this action is 

already underway.  SL offered to assist with technical advice.  It was suggested that the strategies 

could consider asking for public donations for benches and trees ‘in memoriam’, but these would 

need to sited inaccordance with the overall plan.  John Bowley is the Parish Cllr chair of Parish Lands. 

2. Investigate potential for exercise circuit and adult gym in Waltham Chase/Hurst Park open space 
network –  
This open space is the responsibility of WBC. 

Actions:  Approach WBC for feasibility of this idea.                                                                                           SG 

3. Realise full potential of Broadwater stream 

 FORWOOD work needs replicating by Friends of the Broadwater (FOB) as it has water vole and 
Loddon Lily potential; 

 Potential for riverside walks along Broadwater W of Hurst Rd, perhaps continuing W of 
Broadwater by allotments and along bottom of Millenium Gardens. 

SL and KP are meeting Andy Glencross (WBC) at the next Biodiversity Forum meeting in November 

and will ask him if he knows who owns the stream and the woodland either side.  These 

investigations need to be carried out before arranging leaflet drops and an inaugural meeting to 

gauge interest in forming a “Friends of…” group.  

Actions:                                                                                                                                                                      SL,KP 

4. Investigate potential for a circular walk around Twyford and links to Charvil footpath network.   



 Reinstate Bailey bridge across Loddon to link up Twyford Mill Lake paths with those of Charvil 
Meadows; 

 Reinstate old gravel company path at White Bridge so that Twyford residents can access Charvil 
Meadows from within parish; 

 Investigate potential for a riverside walk along River Loddon W of Bridge House  

 New footpath from New Rd Twyford to London Rd Ruscombe soon to be adopted; 

 Publish map of all local footpaths. 
GW has work on the footpath map underway.  Several TVP members are going to view the latest 

plans for Bridge House.  Jeremy Hardman will have latest update on Ruscombe footpath.  Other 

footpath actions are for medium term.  WBC have now adopted Charvil Meadows.   

Actions:                                                                                                                                                               GW, JI, TVP 

5. Undertake a survey of additional trees in parish worthy of TPO status, especially in post-war 
residential areas. 
Actions:    JI may be able to advise.                                                                                                                        JI 

6. Undertake a survey of Veteran trees in the area and publicise the results. 
A new survey of Twyford is underway and should be complete by Christmas.  24 trees already 

located.                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                     SL 

7. Investigate potential for more street and verge tree planting especially along  London Road, 
Winchcombe Rd and Waltham Rd (Stanlake Meadow – see above). 
Actions:  contact Tree Unit at WBC re planting (except for Stanlake Meadow trees – TPC)                        SG 

8. Encourage the Parish Council to nominate a member to be a Biodiversity Champion and attend the 
Biodiversity meetings at Dinton Pastures. 
KP has already commenced attending these meetings. 

9. Teenager’s request is for public access to open space in Springfield Park. 
EXCLUDE as open space is owned by all Springfield Park residents, so impossible to achieve agreement.  


